
Senior Newsletter – April 2017

Spring is finally upon us, and we are right around 50 days until commencement!  I’m hoping that by now you have a 
handle on your plans for after graduation.  You might have to iron out some of the small things, but I suspect most of 
you are well on your way to saying “good-bye” to Sebring McKinley and “hello” to something new and exciting.  
Remember, for most schools, May 1st is the deadline to pay an enrollment fee which essentially is your commitment to 
that school.  If you’ve paid the fee to more than one school and have now made a final decision, let the admissions 
department of the school(s) you’ve decided against know that you won’t be attending.  Some schools will refund you, 
but many will not.  If you’re path is leading you to college, you should be concerned with new student orientation, 
scheduling, placement testing and housing.  If you’re heading into the work force, improve your resume!  Be sure to 
update it with any honors or awards that you’ve been given this year as well as school involvement and any community 
service you have done.  As always, I’m available to help out with anything. Make it a great last term!      Mrs. Segretario  
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What’s Cookin’?

Choosing a college dining plan is something you should be 
thinking about and discussing with your parents soon.  Usually 
freshmen, living on campus, are required to purchase a meal 
plan and often those plans are costly and difficult to fully 
understand.  

Begin by visiting your school’s website to see plans, prices and 
places to eat.  Dining plans generally fall into one of two 
categories.  One type of plan allows for a specified number of 
meals per week or per semester, another type of plan sets 
aside a certain amount of money that is “loaded” onto your 
school ID and is debited each time you have a meal at an 
eating establishment that accepts those funds.  

Some schools allow for a combination plan with some meal 
credits and some dollars. The combination plans allow for much 
more flexibility and are most cost effective.  The dollars are 
deducted from your account according to the cost of what you 
purchase, for example an iced coffee from Starbucks might 
debit $3.55 from your account.  You wouldn’t want to use a full 
meal credit for that!  Meal credits give you the most for your 
money when you use them at the school’s dining hall (cafeteria) 
which is most often an all-you-care-to-eat facility.  Other 
restaurants might use meal credits but will have posted what 
you can get for one credit which usually is an entrée, a side and 
a beverage.  There may be eating establishments on campus 
that are not on the dining plan, and for those you’ll have to pay 
with your own cash.

Think about your eating habits.  For instance, if you’re not used 
to a big breakfast, it might be more cost effective to have grab-
and-go items in your dorm rather than paying for a plan that 
provides for three meals a day.  Shoot for a plan that you think 
fits your needs, erring on the smaller side, then track your 
spending.  Many colleges offer a window to change your plan if 
you find that you need more or less.  

A few other things to consider:
 Find out what the start and end dates and times are for 

your plan
 Research the numbers and times of daily meal periods
 Look into the policy for credits and/or dollars that may or 

may not roll over from semester to semester or year to year
 See if credits or dollars can be added to you account 

throughout the semester
 Find out if there are “convenience stores” on campus that 

take your debit account where you can buy quick meal 
items, snacks, beverages, gum and even some medications

Get a Jump on College

Finishing a bachelor’s degree in four years is 
sometimes an elusive endeavor.  There are 
two things to consider to improve your 
chances of graduating in the class of 2021!

1. Take a summer course!  Get an early 
start on your degree by taking a class or 
two this summer.  Sometimes it’s a great 
idea to take a super challenging course 
during summer break because you’ll have 
more time to dedicate to it alone rather 
than mixed in with a demanding, full 
college course load.

2. Get more credit for your buck! Check 
your college to find out how many credits 
you can take in a semester for the same 
cost.  For example, 12 hours at some 
schools cost the same as 14, 16 or 18.  
That’s like a couple free courses each 
semester.  Schedule carefully though to 
make sure you can handle the extra 
coursework.  Mix in less challenging, 
general education requirements with the 
tougher classes in your major for best 
results!  

Get Your Fees Paid!

About half the senior class owes school fees!  
Check with Mrs. Tolson as soon as possible and 
get these taken care of so that we can release 
your diploma to you on Graduation Day!

Mrs. Segretario will be emailing students who 
owe fees early next week with the exact 
amount that needs to be paid.  Please see Mrs. 
Tolson with any questions.

Please turn over for more important information and a Word to the Wise!



SAYIN’ IT AGAIN – Pictures, Pictures, Pictures
Once again, the yearbook is making a plea for senior pictures!  At last 
count, 75% of the senior class will have their Lifetouch school picture 
from the fall in the yearbook and on the senior composite that hangs 
in the main hall.  You have just a little over two weeks until the April 
13th deadline to email a high resolution photo to 
LSegretario@sebring.k12.oh.us.  If you have any questions, see a 
yearbook editor or Mrs. Segretario.

This is also the final request for senior selfies for the “My Story in 17 
Words” section of the yearbook.  We only have received 10 thus far 
and need many more to make this spread unique and fabulous! You 
have done a magnificent job on your stories and we’d like to have 
some awesome selfies to go with them.

Kyle Youmans still needs more pictures and info for the senior 
slideshow!  Remember, if you haven’t given him anything yet, he 
needs your name (as it should appear on your slide), future plans, 
favorite memory and three good quality pictures ranging from 
childhood to more recent.  Scan and email photos to 
yomicooper3419@gmail.com.  The deadline for this is April 28th with 
NO EXCEPTIONS!  If he hasn’t received your information, you will not 
be included in the slideshow.  If your information has changed, please 
see Kyle before the April 28th deadline as well.
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Scholarship Deadline - UPDATE
March 31:
Quota International of Alliance, Inc.
April 10:
AARTA Book Award Applications
Edward J. DeBartolo Memorial Scholarship
Sebring Lions Club Scholarship
Mahoning Valley CU Outreach Scholarship
Salem Italian American Educational Fund Sebring/West 
Branch Foundation Scholarship

All the rest of the scholarships are due April 15, 2017

Advice from the Experts

Since your high school days are winding down at what may seem an alarming rate, I thought it might be an appropriate time to 
show you all a little love!  I asked school staff members to enlighten you with their best piece of advice for being a successful 
college student.  Here’s what they had to say…

Mr. Hall – Time management!

Mrs. Yankle - Turn your class schedule into a work schedule... go to class 9-5. What I mean is for example: if you have class say 
at 9, 12 and 4. Don't waste the time between classes. When class ends at 10, study and do homework until your noon class. After 
your noon class ends at 1, do your homework and study until your 4 pm class. When class ends at 5, you have already completed 
much of your homework and studying! You don't have to pull “all nighters!”  Use your time wisely!!

Sra. Thagard - If you have a car, Dad isn't there anymore to check your fluids! Make sure your oil is checked and full, your wiper 
fluid is full, there's water in the radiator, and battery. (although, in Ohio they don't dry out like they do in Arizona!) Be sure you can 
change a flat tire.

Mrs. Weibush - Don't skip class. As tempting as it is, being there is all important. Therefore, if you're not a morning person, 
don't schedule early morning classes.

Mrs. Segretario – This is the your big chance to become exactly the person you want to be!  Get to know your professors, choose 
peers that will positively impact you, work toward carefully chosen goals, be open to new ideas, learn about something that truly 
interests you.  All of these In my opinion, high school should NOT be the best years of your life.  There are better things ahead!

Mrs. Everhart - A tip to being successful in college is know your limits. Don't push yourself past your limitations. Always do your 
best, push yourself, but don't overload your schedule. Remember to enjoy your college experience but also remember why you are 
there - to learn!

Mrs. Mathias - Get Involved!! I was actively involved in my high school. I constantly had something to do. My first year of college 
I wasn't sure what to do or how to get involved. It was crazy but with less to do my grades suffered.  My second year I joined my 
sorority, got a part-time job, and joined other organizations. It was amazing how my grades when up and I started to LOVE BG!!!

Miss Tomko – Don’t forget to renew your FAFSA information by the priority deadline EVERY YEAR.  

Mrs. Thompson – Make new friends!  Your friends from college will be your friends for life.  Take a couple classes that interest 
you that might not be in your major.  It’s nice to become a more well-rounded individual.


